Retirement Fund for Religious
Sponsored by the National Religious Retirement Office

August 2016
Dear RFR Coordinator,
In my time as interim executive director, I have been overwhelmed by the tremendous support for
the Retirement Fund for Religious (RFR). I have witnessed not just the generosity and love of our
donors but also the dedicated service of individuals like you, who share their time and energy to
promote the annual RFR collection and raise awareness about the needs of senior religious.
As we approach the 2016 appeal, I respectfully request your continued assistance. This guide offers
numerous suggestions for encouraging a generous response. The most important step is to urge
pastors to announce the RFR collection from the pulpit.
The national appeal is scheduled for December 10-11, although your (arch)diocese may choose to
hold it on an alternate weekend. Printed parish materials are shipped approximately four to eight
weeks prior to the collection date recorded for your (arch)diocese in the National Collections
database. Samples of these items are enclosed. Downloadable resources will be available after
September 1 at www.retiredreligious.org. (See page 2.)
(Arch)bishops will receive a one-page resource letter that is sent electronically. The letter will
include links to various promotional materials and will encourage them to distribute a letter to
parishioners in support of the collection. (See page 3.)
I understand that it can be difficult to promote the
collection year after year, but please know that our
office stands ready to assist you. Know, too, that
your efforts make a vital difference. For the sixth
time in the history of the RFR, donations exceeded
$30 million last year. Fifteen dioceses and one
archdiocese had record-high contributions.

Please give to
those who have
given a lifetime.

Joined with nearly 33,000 senior religious who
benefit from the RFR, I send heartfelt appreciation
for your service.
God bless,

Sister Susan Schorsten, HM
Interim Executive Director
Enclosures (4)

www.retiredreligious.org

Photos: (foreground) Sister Rita Polchin, SSCM, 87; (background) visit retiredreligious.org/2016photos for a list of names.
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Campaign Promotion

Simple Steps for Promoting the
Retirement Fund for Religious (RFR)
Although you may not have the time or resources to
complete every step, undertaking even one or two of
the suggestions below can positively impact donations
to the RFR.
Publicize the collection using posters,
bulletin/pulpit announcements, press releases,
advertisements, and/or social media.
Visit retiredreligious.org to download materials.
Distribute a letter from the (arch)bishop to
parishioners in support of the RFR.
See sample text, page 3.
Encourage pastors to announce the collection
from the pulpit. If possible, organize speakers to
make the RFR appeal in parishes.

2016 poster and bulletin insert

Thank all who supported the RFR. Ask parishes
to use the bulletin announcement for the week
following the appeal to acknowledge donations.

Promotional Materials
In addition to the printed materials shipped to parishes, the National Religious Retirement Office
produces a variety of downloadable resources to assist in promoting the RFR collection. To access any of
the following, please visit www.retiredreligious.org after September 1. Resources are available in English
and Spanish, except for those noted with an asterisk below.
For use in parishes
• Bulletin/pulpit announcements
• Mass resources
• Bulletin insert
• Sample letter for recruiting speakers*
• Speaker guide

For use in the (arch)diocese
• Sample (arch)bishop letter to parishioners
• Sample (arch)bishop letter to pastors*
• Press release (posted in November)
• RFR facts page
• Public service announcements (PSAs)
• Web and print advertisements*

Reminder: Collection proceeds are due at the National Religious Retirement Office by March 31, 2017.
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Sample Letter: (Arch)bishops to Parishioners (English and Spanish)

Dear Parishioner,

Estimados fieles:

Reflecting on the fruits of the Year of Mercy, I cannot
help but recall the example of thousands of now elderly
women and men religious who, for so many, were a
living sign of God’s mercy. These women and men—
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests—
were indeed the hands of Christ as they educated the
young, cared for the sick, and ministered to the neediest
among us. Through their service and witness, they
modeled the compassionate love of Jesus and showed us
that we, too, could be instruments of peace and mercy.

Al reflexionar sobre los frutos del Año de la Misericordia,
no puedo dejar de recordar el ejemplo de miles de
religiosas y religiosos ya ancianos que durante tantos
años fueron una señal viva de la misericordia de Dios.
Estas mujeres y hombres —hermanas, hermanos
y sacerdotes de órdenes religiosas católicas— eran
realmente las manos de Cristo cuando educaban a los
jóvenes, cuidaban a los enfermos y luchaban para que los
oprimidos fueron tratados con justicia. Con su servicio
y testimonio fueran modelos del amor compasivo de
Jesús y nos mostraron que nosotros también podemos ser
instrumentos de paz y de misericordia.

Today, many senior religious continue to be vessels of
mercy, serving in a wide range of volunteer and prayer
ministries. Others are frail and need assistance. Most
older religious ministered for small stipends, leaving a
substantial gap in retirement savings. With the everrising cost of health care and the increased number of
those needing care, many religious communities struggle
to provide for aging members.
Soon, our parishes will be conducting the appeal for
the Retirement Fund for Religious, an annual collection
that benefits nearly 33,000 senior sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests. Your gift provides vital support
for medications, nursing care, and more. It also helps
religious communities implement long-term retirement
strategies that ensure both quality eldercare and
continued service to the People of God.
I recognize this is but one of numerous worthy causes in
need of support; I ask you simply to give what you can.
In thanksgiving for the lessons of mercy senior religious
have shared with us, please join me in supporting the
Retirement Fund for Religious.

Hoy muchos religiosos ancianos continúan siendo
canales de misericordia al servir como voluntarios en
diversos ministerios y con sus oraciones. Otros son
frágiles y necesitan asistencia. La mayoría de los religiosos
más ancianos sirvieron por estipendios bajos, lo cual dejó
una brecha importante en los ahorros para su jubilación.
Con el costo cada vez más de la atención de la salud y un
mayor número de quienes necesitan atención, muchas
comunidades religiosas tienen dificultades para atender a
los miembros de edad avanzada.
Muy pronto, nuestras parroquias realizarán la colecta
anual a beneficio del Fondo para la Jubilación de
Religiosos que ayuda a casi 33 mil hermanas, hermanos
y sacerdotes de órdenes religiosas de avanzada edad. Su
donativo brinda apoyo fundamental para medicamentos,
cuidados de enfermería y más. Asimismo, ayuda a las
comunidades religiosas a implementar estrategias de
jubilación a largo plazo que aseguran que los ancianos
reciban atención de calidad y el servicio continuo al
Pueblo de Dios.
Reconozco que esta es solo una de las numerosas causas
dignas que necesitan apoyo. Simplemente les pido
que donen lo que puedan. En agradecimiento por las
lecciones de misericordia que los religiosos ancianos han
compartido con nosotros, únanse a mí con su apoyo al
Fondo para la Jubilación de Religiosos.
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Lifetimes of Service
Each year, proceeds from the Retirement Fund for Religious underwrite financial assistance to hundreds of religious
communities while supporting education and resources that strengthen retirement planning and improve eldercare.
Nearly 33,000 senior sisters, brothers, and religious order priests benefit. These religious have offered their lives in
service to our Church and world, ministering in Catholic schools, hospitals, parishes, and social service agencies.
Many continue to serve; others are committed to a ministry of prayer and presence. Meet a few of them below.
Sister M. Susan
Polchin, SSCM, 93,
coached girls’
basketball.

Father Michael
Gantley, OSM, 91,
acts as role model
for members in
formation.

Sister Anne Mika,
OCD, 92, made
altar breads
and still does
bookkeeping.

Father Jerome
Kodell, OSB, 76,
served as abbot
of his community
for 25 years.

Sister Luanna
Brucks, CPPS, 91,
ministered for 30
years as a teacher
and 10 years as a
church musician.

Sister John
Margaret Walsh,
CDP, 79, spent
55 years in Catholic
education.

Sister Donna Marie
Ivanko, SSCM, 81,
currently ministers
as a preschool
director.

Sister Viola Marie
Spire, CPPS, 83,
has been sewing
altar cloths and
vestments for
50 years.

Sister Margaret
Kob, OCD, 89,
rises at 4:30 a.m.
to pray.
Sister Rita Polchin, SSCM, 87
“Be faithful to your prayer life and have a sense of humor,”
says Sister Rita. This philosophy has served her well during
nearly 70 years of religious life. A former teacher and
principal, Sister Rita continues in volunteer ministry today.
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