
August 2022

Dear RFR Coordinator, 

I hope you have had an enjoyable summer and found some time 
for rest and renewal. With fall just around the corner, our office 
is intensifying preparations for the national Retirement Fund for 
Religious (RFR) collection. I ask for your continued support in 
promoting a generous response among parishioners. 

This year’s appeal will take place December 10–11, although your 
(arch)diocese may hold it on an alternate weekend. Printed parish 
materials are shipped approximately four weeks prior to the 
collection date recorded for your (arch)diocese in the National 
Collections database. Samples of these items are enclosed.

There are numerous ways you can help publicize the collection.  
Pages 2 and 3 of this guide detail campaign resources our office 
provides to assist you. Most importantly, please urge pastors  
to announce the collection from the pulpit.

(Arch)bishops will receive a one-page resource letter that is sent 
electronically. The letter offers links to various promotional 
materials, including text for a Bishop to Parishioner letter in 
support of the collection. (See back page.)

I recognize that you have many responsibilities and the demands on 
your time are numerous. I am profoundly grateful for your efforts  
on behalf of elderly religious and their communities. Please contact 
our office if we can assist you in any way. 

As always, many thanks,  

Sister Stephanie Still, PBVM 
Executive Director

Enclosures (4)

Standing, from left:  
Fr. William Graham, OFM Cap, 75;  
Sr. Mary Lucille Stelly, SSF, 89;  
Sr. Angele Marie Sadlier, O Carm, 91; 
Fr. Bertrand Ebben, OP, 90.

Seated, from left:  
Sr. Joan Flores, SSF, 81;  
Sr. Denis Rodrigue, O Carm, 93;  
Sr. Ann Martinez, MSC, 82.
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Please give to those who have given a lifetime.
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Announce in Parishes
Ask pastors to announce the collection during  
Mass and in parish bulletins. Encourage them to  
host an RFR speaker, if possible. For parishes with 
audio/visual capabilities, the RFR video is also  
a quick and effective way to share the need. 

Tips 

Send parishes to retiredreligious.org/materials to  
download the promotional resources listed in this guide.

TV and radio versions of the video are available  
for broadcast on (arch)diocesan and local media.  
Visit retiredreligious.org/materials/#tv-radio  
to request the preferred option.

Resources

• Bulletin advertisement
• Bulletin/pulpit announcements
• Facts page
• Speaker guide
• 30- and 60-second videos in English and Spanish

Help  
Elderly  
Religious
Please promote the Retirement Fund 
for Religious collection. Undertaking 
even a couple of the suggestions 
on pages 2 and 3 can help increase 
support. Numerous print and online 
materials are available to assist  
your efforts.

Visit retiredreligious.org/materials 
after September 1 to download 
these resources. 

Most campaign materials are available  

in English and Spanish. 

Bulletin advertisement
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Visit retiredreligious.org/2022photos to meet the religious pictured.
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Please give generously to   
the upcoming collection. 
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Share Online and in Print
Raise awareness of the needs of senior religious  
and the importance of the upcoming collection.  
Post a collection reminder on social media, websites, 
and in print or electronic communications. 

Tips

Include the (Arch)bishop to Parishioners letter in parish  
bulletins and/or (arch)diocesan media. (See back page.)

Promote the collection on social media.  
Visit retiredreligious.org/social-media-toolkit  
to download text and images.

Coordinator communications offer sample text that  
can be used to remind parish and (arch)diocesan staff  
about the collection. 

Resources

• (Arch)bishop to Parishioners letter
• Coordinator communications
• Poster
• Print and web advertisements
• Social media tool kit

Highlight Ways to Give
Offer multiple ways to donate, where possible.  
While many parishioners contribute through the 
traditional in-pew collection, others prefer the  
ease of electronic giving. 

Tips

Ask parishes to designate the RFR as a gift option for  
their online giving platforms. Make this opportunity 
available for multiple weeks.

Add the RFR as a gift option for (arch)diocesan online 
giving platforms.

Sample offertory envelope

Donations can also be mailed to: 

National Religious Retirement Office 
3211 Fourth Street NE 
Washington DC 20017-1194 
(Make checks payable to Retirement Fund for Religious.)

Please thank our wonderful donors.  
Download and use our bulletin announcement 
for the week after the collection.
Visit retiredreligious.org/materials.

Social media post
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Sample Letter: (Arch)bishop to Parishioners (English and Spanish)

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Soon, our parishes will be conducting the Retirement  
Fund for Religious collection, an annual appeal that benefits 
nearly 25,000 elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests. Our senior religious are a treasure—both for their 
service to our Church and for the ways their prayer and 
witness enrich our faith. “Planted in the house of the Lord, 
they shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall bear 
fruit even in old age” (Ps 92:14-15).

As I reflect on the ministry of women and men  
religious—past and present—I am grateful for the ways 
they have shaped my own faith. I also value the tremendous 
service they have offered our diocese. Perhaps you, too,  
recall an older religious who made a positive difference in 
your life. 

Most senior religious worked many years for little pay, 
leaving their religious communities with a shortage of 
retirement savings. Rising health-care costs and decreased 
income compound the challenge to meet day-to-day needs 
for medications, nursing assistance, and other necessities. 
Donations to the Retirement Fund for Religious provide 
financial support that helps religious communities care for 
aging members while ensuring younger ones can continue 
the good works of their elders. 

I understand you are asked to support many worthy causes. 
I invite you to give what you can. Most importantly, please 
pray for God’s continued blessing on all our women and 
men religious. Rest assured that they are praying for you.

In Christ, 

Estimados amigos en Cristo: 

Muy pronto, nuestras parroquias llevarán a cabo la colecta 
del Fondo para la Jubilación de Religiosos que hacemos 
anualmente en beneficio de casi 25,000 miembros ancianos 
de las órdenes católicas de religiosas, hermanos y sacerdotes. 
Nuestros religiosos mayores son un tesoro —por su servicio  
a nuestra Iglesia y por el enriquecimiento de nuestra fe con 
sus oraciones y testimonio. “[El justo] trasplantado en la 
Casa del Señor, florecerá en los atrios de nuestro Dios. En la 
vejez seguirá dando frutos, se mantendrá fresco y frondoso”  
(Sal 92,14-15).

Al reflexionar en el ministerio de mujeres y hombres 
religiosos —presentes y pasados— me siento agradecido por 
la manera en que han moldeado mi fe. También valoro el 
enorme servicio que han ofrecido a nuestra diócesis. Tal vez 
ustedes también recuerden a un religioso mayor que influyó 
de manera positiva en su vida. 

Muchos religiosos ancianos llevaron a cabo su ministerio 
recibiendo una paga escasa o ninguna, y ahora las 
comunidades religiosas no tienen ahorros suficientes para 
su jubilación. El aumento del costo de la atención médica y 
la disminución de los ingresos agravan el desafío de hacer 
frente a necesidades diarias como los medicamentos y la 
asistencia de enfermería. Los donativos al Fondo para la 
Jubilación de Religiosos ofrece apoyo financiero que ayuda  
a las comunidades religiosas a atender a sus miembros 
mayores mientras asegura que los más jóvenes puedan 
continuar las buenas obras de sus antecesores. 

Entiendo que ustedes reciben muchas peticiones para  
apoyar diversas causas valiosas. Los invito a donar lo que 
puedan. Muy en particular, les pido que rueguen a Dios  
para que bendiga a todas las mujeres y hombres religiosos. 
Tengan la seguridad de que ellos rezan por ustedes.

En Cristo, 

For campaign materials, visit 
retiredreligious.org/materials
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